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I RUGBY: TEAM*AIMED AT LGBT PLAYERS SEES ‘FANTASTIC' SUPPORT FOLLOWING CITY EVENT
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While summer recruit-
ment might well have been
quiet for Sheffield's foot-
ball teams as the count-
down to the new season
continues, that certainly
hasn'tbeen the case for
the city’s newest rugby
team.

Sheffield Vulcans rugby un-
ion club was only set up last
August and has a squad of
around16 players-anumber
which could doublefollowing
‘fantastic’ support at Shef-
field Pride at the weekend.
The team trains in End-
cliffe Park and aims to offer
players of any age, ability
and experience the chance

to try the sport in a friendly
and supportive environment,
whatever their sexual orien-
tation.

Michael Hudson, Vulcans’
PR and communications of-
ficer, said: “The club is pre-
dominantly aimed at gay and
bisexual men. A lot are hesi-
tant to get involved in team
sport because of the ‘lad cul-
ture’ but rugby is one of the
most progressive sports and
it’s one of very few sports to
have openly gay players.

“We have straight mem-
bers, gay members, and bi-
sexual members—itistotally
open toanyone who wantsto
give rugby a go.”

Michael, who moved to
Sheffield from Cambridge
for university in 2011 and
hasstayed since, said the club
wasset up last year after oth-
er all-inclusive teams gath-
ered support and interest at
Sheffield Pride 2017.

He said: “In less than a
year we have gone from not
existing to having 16 regular
members, had three match-
es and have regular training
once or twice a week.

Players take prideas
clubinterestdoubles

“Our first season was so
successful that we’re real-
ly looking forward to next
year. We have not really got
ourownhomeyet, we arejust
in the process of sorting out

where we can play for next
season.”

The Vulcans have games
scheduled against Newcastle,
Chester and Swansea — with
all-inclusive teams based

across the country from
Brighton to Edinburgh.

Michael said the club
had also had interest from
anumber of women at Shef-
field Pride who wanted to get
involved in rugby too.

Headded: “Wehad areally
fantastic response at Pride.
We didn’t really know what
to expect because we didn’t
exist last year but we were
blown away by the amount
of support we had.

“We had a steady stream
of peoplethroughthedayand
despitetherainitwasagood
response. We had around
60 people sign up to regis-
ter their interest and even if
only halfofthem sign up that
will more than double the
number of team members.”
B For more information
about joining the Sheffield
Vuleans, visit www.sheffield-
vulcans.comorsearch forthe
club onFacebook, Twitter or




